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           A stay-at-home mom for the last eight years, I have recently given birth to my very first novel—Thirsty. I’ve been a writer for as long as I can remember. My first big claim-to-fame was in fourth grade when my short story won first place for young authors in the IHSA state of Illinois competition in 1983. I graduated from University of Illinois, Champaign (1997) and was then hired at a pharmaceutical advertising agency in Chicago. By the age of 26, I was the lead copywriter on Allegra—a 1.0 billion dollar Rx allergy medication. After earning over twenty industry awards and a nomination for the 2001 Med Ad News “Pharmaceutical Ad of the Year” I traded paychecks for babies, yoga pants, and 3:00 dates with Ellen DeGeneres. For the last six years, my husband and I have been actively involved in various global compassion and justice projects (including international clean water solutions) where we partner alongside the wonderful leadership and advocacy works our friends are doing in both Latin America and Africa. The trips we’ve taken and relationships we’ve made have inspired me to use my love of words to tell a very important story. 


Keynote Speaking Topic (Wednesday, June 25)
One Author’s H2Ope 
In this approximately 45-minute presentation, I will tell two stories. 
	The first story will focus on the true reality of the global water crisis (every 21 seconds a child dies due to unclean water, millions of women walk millions of hours every day for water that is often unclean, 443 million school days are lost each year due to water-related illness, etc.). One of my objectives is to educate the audience about the staggering statistics and everyday struggles for almost one billion people living in today’s world through photographs and personal experiences from my husband’s and my travels to both Latin America and Africa. I will share what we’ve seen, smelled, tasted, heard, and touched and all the wonderful friends we’ve made along the way. Candid examples of how dirty water negatively affects entire communities, dismantles education, and repeats the vicious cycle of poverty throughout generations again and again will be given; yet I will leave the audience with hope. My goal is to share the idea that something as simple as a clean drink can empower millions of women and children—positively impacting whole countries’ futures. 
	The second story will parallel the first but will be more intrinsic, covering the transformation that took place in my heart my first time experiencing global poverty on a vision trip to the Dominican Republic. What happened both during that week and after I returned home, as I struggled to answer the question: “What could I possibly do to make a difference? I’m just a minivan-driving, Target-shopping, slow cooker-cooking housewife.”  I will take the audience on the fearful journey I’ve traveled over the course of the last several years as I researched, wrote, and submitted my novel for publication. I will also share my vision for Thirsty and humorously detail the tears and laughter that goes into trying to make a difference in this world while driving a minivan to and from Target.

Speaking Topic (Thursday, June 26)
Relationally Engaging Students
In this 30-minute presentation, I will share a relational approach to community and global engagement for students. Speaking from my experiences as director of a school unity between an affluent private academy in Chicago and a compassion program in a batey in the Dominican Republic; trip leader and member on countless serve-team missions; and four years of leadership and service at one of the largest food pantries in Chicago…I will explore the following questions: 
· How can we get our students interested in community and global service? 
· What happens when relationships are built instead of mailing checks, donating boxes of stuff, or writing reports? 
· When our students build relationships with people who are very different from them—will they find them really so different after all? 
I will encourage the audience to approach their global and service-oriented curriculum from a relational viewpoint and give tips on how they can do it. Whether teachers are instructing about the global water crisis, the local food pantry, AIDS orphans in Africa, or Syrian refugees…what would happen if our students were given the opportunity to learn the faces, names, and real-life stories of kids in these situations instead of merely reading from a common-core textbook?

Speaking Topic (Friday, June 27)
160,028 words. One word at a time.
In this 30-minute presentation I will share excerpts from my novel Thirsty; the inspiration behind the characters and plot; what I’ve learned from writing about water; and how I wrote it with two kids underfoot.
Thirsty is the journey of four strangers (the housewife, the whore, the kid, and the executive) whose fates collide with four impoverished communities (a referral hospital in Zimbabwe, a slum in Bangladesh, a rural village in Ghana, and a batey in the Dominican Republic). It is a powerful and honest glimpse into the broken lives, everyday struggles, and calls for help from people in both the first- and third-world who are each thirsty in their own desperate way. An advertising campaign for bottled water and a grocery story bagger with special needs named Mack are the catalysts for this motley crew of characters in finding grace, walking the road to redemption, and realizing that their own broken calls for help will only be answered when they do something and help each other. Thirsty entertains readers by telling them a story they are sure to find themselves in; and, in the same breath, educates them about the true reality of the global water crisis for almost one billion people living in today’s world.


