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Abstract: One of the goals of science education is to provide young scholars with an
accurate and scientific way to see and interpret their world; therefore, widely held
misconceptions about race and human diversity must be addressed via the teaching of
accurate science instruction. When students understand race and factors that
contribute to variations in skin tone, they are more likely to refute negative messages
linking race to intellectual capabilities (Donovan et al., 2019). This presentation
analyzes high school biology teacher’s delivery of a modernized genetics lesson on
human diversity through the lens of Culturally Responsive Pedagogy (CRP). CRP is a
pedagogy that empowers students intellectually, socially, emotionally, and politically by
using culture to impart knowledge, skills, and attitudes within instruction. The talk will
present data to support effective ways to present controversial topics in the science
classroom while maintaining a safe learning space for students.




