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Two fields of philosophy have distinctly opposing views on the proper definition of disability. Biomedical ethicists partially define disability as a condition that reduces one’s quality of life. Disability Rights advocates often (though not universally) define disability as simply an individual difference that makes a person atypical, and specify that atypicality does not imply lower quality of life. Elizabeth Barnes terms this a value neutral model of disability. This paper will review the motivations of both sides of the argument – not only the evidence adduced, but the reasons for making the arguments. It will eventually support a modified version of Barnes’s conclusions.  
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